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Observations by the Editor

Death

t’ sthetopic no one wantsto think about

or talk about. Yet, it's a subject most
people must be fascinated with because
the main article in this publication, first
published in July 1982, has proved to be
the most popular article the ministry has
ever produced.

The Bible says that most people live
in lifelong bondage to the fear of death
(Hebrews 2:15). Most of the time that
fear is suppressed, but it is always there,
just below the surface. It normally sur-
faces when a friend or family member
dies, when a person experiences a near-
death event like a serious auto accident,
or when a person begins to reach middle
age. And, of course, lying in afox hole
with bombs exploding all around aways
gives rise to thoughts of death!

| think one of the reasons the death of
Princess Diana had such a great world-
wide impact was because she was so
young. When we are young we tend to
think we are invincible and will live
indefinitely. It is always sobering when
we experience the death of a young per-
son. It forces us to think about our own
mortality, something that is most uncom-
fortable to do. But it never lasts long,
because we are aways anxious to put the
whole topic in the back of our minds.

| saw this happen when | was a teen-
ager. | waslivingin Waco, Texasin May
of 1953 when the worst tornado in the
history of the state hit the city. A total of
114 people were killed by the storm. The
downtown arealooked likeit had been hit
with an atomic bomb.

For weeks thereafter, the churches of
Waco were filled to capacity as people
tried to deal with the terror of the storm.
But within about six months attendance
began to taper off, and before long, the
churches were back to normal in their
attendance.

Death isafact that all people need to
face and prepare for. The only people
who are not going to experience death are
those believers in Jesus Christ who are
alive at the time He returnsto rapture the
Church (1 Thessalonians4:13-18). Those
believers who die before that time will
overcome death through the resurrection
and glorification of their bodies.

Dr. Dad R. Reagan videotaping TV pr-
gramsat a cemetery in McKinney, Texas.

Jesus of Nazareth gave us the most
comforting words ever spoken about
death.

At the tomb of Lazarus, before He
raised his friend from the dead, Jesus
proclaimed: “I am the resurrection and
thelife; hewho believesin Meshall live
even if he dies, and everyone who lives
and believes in Me shall never die’
(John 11:25-26).

Sixty-fiveyears after hisdeath, buri-
al and resurrection, Jesusreturned tothis
earth and appeared to his dear friend
John on the Isle of Patmos (Revelation
1). John was so astonished that he fell
upon the ground like a dead man. Jesus
laid his right hand on John and said,
“Do not be afraid; | am the first and the
last, and the living One; and | was dead,
and behold, | am alive forevermore, and
| have the keys of death and of Hades.”

Jesus has overcome death Himself,
and He consequently hasthe power over
death. Overcoming death is a matter of
putting your faith in Him (1 John 5:1-5).

The main article in this publication
has given peace and hope to many peo-
ple facing death. Immediately after |
wroteitin 1982, | read it over theradio,
and we were literally covered up with
requests for copies.

One of those requests came from a
police chaplain in Lexington, Kentucky.
He called and said he was ministering to
an unbelieving policeman who was on
the verge of death. He asked if we could
overnight a copy of the articleto himto
share with the policeman. We did. He
shared it, and the policeman accepted
Jesus as his Lord and Savior before he
died.

Praise God from whom all blessings
flow! <=
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What Happens When You Die?

by Dr. David R. Reagan

when you die, I would have given you a pathetic

f several years ago you had asked me what happens
Ianswer.

I would have told you that when you die your soul
goes to sleep until the Lord returns. At the return of the
Lord, your soul is resurrected and judged, and you are
either consigned to Hell or allowed to enter Heaven.

My conception of Heaven was that of a spirit world
where the saved spend eternity as disembodied spirits,
floating around on clouds, playing harps.

A Mistaken View

Needless to say, I couldn’t get very excited about all
that. I sure didn’t like the idea of being unconscious in
the grave for eons of time. Nor could I develop any en-
thusiasm for the prospect of being a disembodied spirit
with no particular identity or personality. And the idea
of playing a harp for all eternity was downright scandal-
ous, for I had been taught that instrumental music in
worship was an abomination!

You can imagine, therefore, the sense of shock I felt
when I started studying Bible prophecy and discovered
that all these ideas of mine about life after death were
foreign to God’s Word. But my shock quickly gave way
to exhilaration when I discovered what the Lord really
has in store for me.

The Biblical View

I learned from God’s Word that when those of us
who are Christians die, our spirits never lose their
consciousness (Philippians 1:21-23 and 2 Corinthians
5:8). Instead, our fully conscious spirits are immediately
ushered into the presence of Jesus by His holy angels
(Luke 16:22).

SR

Our spirits remain in the Lord’s presence until He ap-
pears for His Church. At that time, He brings our spirits
with Him, resurrects our bodies, reunites our spirits
with our bodies, and then glorifies our bodies, perfect-
ing them and rendering them eternal (1 Thessalonians
4:13-18).

We return with Him to Heaven in our glorified bod-
ieswhere we are judged for our works to determine our
degrees of rewards (2 Corinthians 5:10). When this judg-
mentis completed, we participate in a glorious wedding
feast to celebrate the union of Jesus and His Bride, the
Church (Revelation 19:7-9).

Witnesses of Glory

At the conclusion of the feast, we burst from the
heavens with Jesus, returning with Him to the earth in
glory (Revelation 19:14). We witness His victory at
Armageddon, we shout “Hallelujah!” as He is crowned
King of kings and Lord of lords, and we revel in His
glory as He begins to reign over all the earth from Mt.
Zion in Jerusalem (Zechariah 14:1-9 and Revelation 19:
17-21).

For a thousand years we participate in that reign, as-
sisting Him with the instruction, administration, and en-
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forcement of His perfect laws (Daniel 7:13-14, 18, 27
and Revelation 20:1-6). We see the earth regenerated
and nature reconciled (Isaiah 11:6-9). We see holiness
abound and the earth flooded with peace, righteousness
and justice (Micah 4:1-7).

At the end of the Millennium we witness the release
of Satan to deceive the nations. We see the truly despica-
ble nature of the heart of Man as millions rally to Satan
in his attempt to overthrow the throne of Jesus. But we
will shout “Hallelujah!” again when we witness God’s
supernatural destruction of Satan’s armies and see Satan
himself cast into Hell where he will be tormented
forever (Revelation 20:7-10).

We will next witness the Great White Throne Judg-
ment when the unrighteous are resurrected to stand
before God. We will see perfect holiness and justice in
action as God pronounces His terrible judgment upon
this congregation of the damned who have rejected His
gift of love and mercy in Jesus Christ (Revelation 20:11-
13).

Jesus will be fully vindicated as every knee shall bow
and every tongue confess that He is Lord. Then the
unrighteous will receive their just reward as they are
cast into Hell (Revelation 20:14-15).

Witnesses of
a New Creation

¢ will then witness the most spectacular fireworks
display in all of history.

We will be taken to the New Jerusalem, the eternal
mansion prepared by Jesus for His Bride, and from there
we will watch as God renovates this earth with fire,
burning away all the filth and pollution left by Satan’s
last battle (2 Peter 3:12-13).

Just as the angels rejoiced when God created the uni-
verse, we will rejoice as we watch God superheat this
earth and reshape it like a hot ball of wax into the New
Earth, the eternal earth, the paradise where we will live
forever in the presence of God (Revelation 21: 1-7).

What a glorious moment it will be when we are
lowered to the New Earth inside the fabulous New
Jerusalem (Revelation 21:2). God will come down from
Heaven to dwell with us (Revelation 21:3). He will
proclaim: “Behold, I make all things new” (Revelation
21:5). We will see God face to face (Revelation 22:4). He
will wipe away all our tears (Revelation 21:4). Death will
be no more (Revelation 21:4). We will be given new
names (Revelation 2:17), and we will exist as individual
personalities encased in perfect bodies (Philippians
3:21). And we will grow eternally in knowledge and love
of our infinite Creator, honoring Him with our talents
and gifts.

Now, I can get excited about that!
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The Word vs. Tradition

sn’t it amazing how far we can drift away from the
Word of God when we stop reading His Word and
start mouthing the traditions of men?

AsIkept making one discovery after another in God’s
Prophetic Word that ran contrary to what I had been
taught, I began to wonder about the origin of the doc-
trines I had learned. It didn’t take me long to discover
that the source was Greek philosophy.

The first attempt to mix the concepts of Greek phi-
losophy with the teachings of God’s Word came very
early in the history of the Church. The attempt was
called Gnosticism. The Gnostic heresy arose among the
first Gentile converts because they tried to Hellenize the
Scriptures; that is, they tried to make the Scriptures
conform to the basic tenets of Greek philosophy.

The Greeks believed that the material universe,
including the human body, was evil. This negative view
of the creation was diametrically opposed to Hebrew
thought, as revealed in the Bible. To the Hebrew mind,
the world was created good (Genesis 1:31). And even
though the goodness of the creation was corrupted by
the sin of Man (Isaiah 24:5-6), the creation still reflects
to some degree the glory of God (Psalm 19:1). Most
important, the creation will someday be redeemed by
God (Romans 8:18-23).

The Gnostic Heresy

When the first Gentiles were converted to the Gos-
pel, their Greek mind-set immediately collided with
some of the fundamental teachings of Christianity. For
example, they wondered, “How could Jesus have come
in the flesh if He was God? God is holy. How can He who
is holy be encased in a body which is evil?”

In short, because they viewed the material universe
as evil, they could not accept the Bible’s teaching that
God became incarnate in the flesh. Their response was
to develop the Gnostic heresy that Jesus was a spirit
being or phantom who never took on the flesh and
therefore never experienced physical death.

"O DEATH, WHERE |

STING? O GRAVE, WHERE |5
THY VICTORY ? THE STINGOF Pog
DEATH 15 $IN; AND THE STRENGTH 4§
OF SIN 15 THE LAW. BUT THANKS

BE 70 GOD, WHO GIVES US THE
VICTORY THROU&H OUR LORD §
JESUS CHRIST L/ C0R 1525557

*

This heresy is denounced strongly in Scripture. In 1
John 4:1-2 we are told to test those who seek our spiri-
tual fellowship by asking them to confess “that Jesus
Christ has come in the flesh.”

The Augustinian Corruption

About 400 A.D. a remarkable theologian by the name
of St. Augustine attempted to Hellenize what the Scrip-
tures taught about end time events and life after death.
Augustine was very successful in his attempt. His views
were adopted by the Council of Ephesusin 431 A.D. and
have remained Catholic dogma to this day.

The influence of Greek philosophy would not allow
Augustine to accept what the Bible taught about life
after death.

For example, the Bible says the saints will spend
eternity in glorified bodies on a New Earth (Revelation
21:1-7).Such aconcept was anathema to the Greek mind
of Augustine. If the material world is evil, then he
reasoned that the material world must cease to exist
when the Lord returns. Augustine solved the problem by
spiritualizing what the Bible said. He did this by arguing
that the “new earth” of Revelation 21 is just symbolic
language for Heaven.

Augustine’s views are held by most professing Chris-
tians today, both Catholic and Protestant. That means
that most of Christianity today teaches Greek philos-
ophy rather than the Word of God when it comes to the
realm of end time prophecy and life after death.
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The Intermediate State

ome of the greatest confusion about life after death
Srelates to the intermediate state between death and
eternity. Some people advocate a concept called “soul
sleep.” They argue that both the saved and unsaved are
unconscious after death until the return of Jesus.

But the Bible makes it crystal clear that our spirit
does not lose its consciousness at death. The only thing
that “falls asleep” is our body — in a symbolic sense. Paul
says in 2 Corinthians 5:8 that he would prefer to be
“absent from the body and at home with the Lord.” In
Philippians 1:21 he observes, “For me to live is Christ
and to die is gain.” He then adds in verse 23 that his
desire is “to depart and be with Christ.” Paul certainly
did not expect to be in a coma after he died!

If then our spirits retain their consciousness after
death, where do they go? The Bible teaches that prior to
the resurrection of Jesus, the spirits of the dead went to
aplace called Hades (“Sheol” in the Old Testament). The
spirits existed there consciously in one of two compart-
ments, either Paradise or Torments. This concept is pic-
tured graphically in Jesus’ story of the rich man and
Lazarus (Luke 16:19-31).

The Bible indicates that after the death of Jesus on
the Cross, He descended into Hades to declare the good
news that He had shed His blood for the sins of Mankind
(1 Peter 3:18-19 and 4:6). The Bible also indicates that
after His resurrection, when He ascended into Heaven,
Jesus took Paradise with Him, transferring the spirits of
dead saints from Hades to Heaven (Ephesians 4:8-9 and
2 Corinthians 12:1-4). The spirits of dead saints are
thereafter pictured as being in Heaven before the throne
of God (See Revelation 6:9 and 7:9).

The spirits of the righteous dead could not go di-
rectly to Heaven before the Cross because their sins
were not forgiven. Instead, their sins were merely
covered by their faith. The forgiveness of their sins had
to await the shedding of the blood of the Messiah
(Leviticus 17:11; Romans 5:8-9, and Hebrews 9:22).

Events at Death

So, what happens when you die? If you are a child of
God, your spirit is immediately ushered into the bosom
of Jesus by His holy angels. Your spirit remains in
Heaven, in the presence of God, until the time of the
Rapture. When Jesus comes for His Church, He brings
your spirit with Him, resurrects and glorifies your body,
makingiteternal in nature (1 Corinthians 15 and 1 Thes-
salonians 4). You reign with Jesus for a thousand years
and then live eternally with Him on the new earth
(Revelation 20-22).

If you are not a child of God, then your spirit goes to
Hades at your death. This is a place of torments where
your spirit is held until the resurrection of the unrigh-
teous which takes place at the end of the millennial
reign of Jesus. At that resurrection you are taken before

the Great White Throne of God where you are judged by
your works and then condemned to the “second death,”
which is the “lake of fire” or Hell (Revelation 20:11-15).

Preparing for Eternity

One thing is certain: “Every knee shall bow and every
tongue confess that Jesus is Lord!"” (Isaiah 45:23 and
Romans 14:11). Your eternal destiny will be determined
by when you make this confession.

If it is made before you die, then you will spend eter-
nity with God. If not, then you will make the confession
at the Great White Throne judgment before you are cast
into Hell. To spend eternity with God, your confession
of Jesus as Lord must be made now.

“If you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and
believe in your heart that God raised Him from the
dead, you shall be saved.” — Romans 10:9 ==
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“Live Forever!”

Dennis Pollock

hen the Science Fiction author Ray Bradbury

S x / was 13 years old, a carnival came to his town.
As he walked past the various rides and booths,

a man dressed in a strange costume approached him.
This man was known as “Mr. Electrico” and he carried a
battery-operated wand which gave off a faint charge of
electric current. Touching young Bradbury’s forehead
with his wand, he solemnly commanded, “Live Forever!”

Not long afterwards the
young teen was in his family’s
car as they made their way to
the graveyard to bury his uncle.
The boy surprised everyone
when he jumped from the car
and raced away. He made his
way back to the carnival as fast
as he could, desperate to find
Mr. Electrico. Bradbury noted,
“I realized later I was running
from death back to life.”

/_.

Ray Bradbury-

Death is the cold reality that the world has no an-
swers for. It is not for lack of trying. Every philosophy
and religion has something to say on the subject. Even
atheists take a stab at it. One author, writing in the
Humanist Magazine defined death thus: “Death is . . .
universal, intrinsic to human experience, and inevitable
... death is a natural event.” Of course this is a fancy way
of saying that we all die, which is not exactly earth-
shattering news! (Or as my kids would say, “Well, Duh!”)

The Secular Perspective

Those who hold a secular view of life tell us that
death is exactly what it seems to be. When you die, you
cease to exist. In other words, you are not én your body;
you are your body. The famous humanitarian, Albert
Schweitzer, once said that he could not “conceive of an

individual that survives his physical death. Let feeble
souls, from fear or absurd egotism, cherish such
thoughts.”

This does not exactly put a sunny face on the nature
of human experience. If we are all headed for extinc-
tion, if the grave and non-existence are all we can hope
for, life becomes nothing more than a cruel joke. Mean-
ing and purpose are stripped from us. Some of the more
hardy (and honest) atheists admit this.

Robert Ingersoll, the bril-
liant atheist and evolutionist of
the 1800’s lost his brother to
death suddenly. He had loved
his brother dearly and was de-
termined to show respect by a
proper funeral. But how does
an atheist have a funeral? In his
funeral “sermon” Ingersoll
stated, “Every life, no matter if
its every hour is rich with love
and every moment jeweled
with joy, will, at its close, be-
come a tragedy, as sad and deep, and dark as can be
woven of the warp and woof of mystery and death. . .
Life is a narrow vale between the cold and barren peaks
of two eternities. We strive in vain to look beyond the
heights. We cry aloud, and the only answer is the echo
of our wailing cry.” Not exactly Rebecca of Sunnybrook
farm kind of stuff!

Robert Ingersoll

Former Prime Minister of
France, Francois Mitterand, was
another brilliant atheist, who
- wrestled with the issue of
. death. It became a very per-

sonal struggle when he devel-
oped cancer and realized that
he was, himself, dying. During
his last year he poured himself
into trying to find a satisfactory
answer to the mystery of death.
4 He was said to have known the

Francois Mitterand  fjn,] resting places of many of
France’s greatest figures and made frequent visits to
their tombs. He constantly read books and articles on
death and questioned the so-called experts on the
subject. (One wonders how you get to be an authority
on death without actually dying!)

A few days before he succumbed to prostate cancer,
he felt he had an answer that satisfied him. He told a
close friend, “Now I have my philosophy.” With his
philosophy in place, he stopped taking his cancer
medication, delivered hand written instructions for his
funeral to his doctor, and completed the finishing touch-
eson his 800 page memoirs. With his newfound philoso-
phy in hand, he marched bravely toward the valley of
the shadow of death, not realizing that it was not a
philosophy he needed, but a Savior.
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Raymond Burr is ano-
ther example of a secular
approach to death. As the
Perry Mason star began a
real life struggle with can-
cer, he liked to quote
Dylan Thomas’ famous
line: “Do not go gently into
that good night.” He fought
hard to survive. At one

3 | point in his struggle he sat
F(I.I'EEWCH, up in bed for 30 hours,

P CcIry _MHSOH  afraid that if he lay down
_‘:;"’_"" Apieriss "Il 5 he would die. But that was
Besi-Loved TV Larwyen |H| | !
Battled to the End ks _l one case that even Perry
Mason was not going to
win. At last, exhaustion overcame him, and he lay down
in his bed. Within 48 hours he was dead. While he was
fighting so tenaciously to live, someone asked him what
he had learned from his struggle. He replied that he had
learned that “death is ugly and messy and not one whit
romantic.”

Alfred Hitchcock was
known as the master of sus-
pense to a previous generation.
This talented director and pro-
ducer made movies that were
extremely intense, and nearly
all revolved around a murder
or a potential murder. His
shower murder in Psycho was
so vivid (without even show-
ing the murder weapon) that it
motivated more than a few

folks to stop taking showers. Alfred Hitchcock

Despite Hitchcock’s preoccupation with death and
murder, when it came his own time to die, he had no
inner resources to face it. The movie master of suspense,
horror, and murder had tears streaming down his face
when, on his deathbed, he told actress Ingrid Bergman
of his terror before the grim reaper. He who had done
it so well on the silver screen was pitifully unprepared
for the real thing.

The Secular Dilemma

Ithas always been thus. Atheists, skeptics, and world-
lings often talk proudly about life and death in their
youth, but as they get closer and closer to the big event,
much of their bravado evaporates. Al Brumley, a writer
for the Dallas Morning News, put it this way:

If we’'re honest with ourselves . . . we
might admit that what’s really bothering
us is that troubling little voice we pretend
not to hear whenever someone we ad-
mired has died. It's the voice whispering
ever so softly that nothing — no amount of
talent, no measure of grace, no list of

accomplishments — can separate us from
our own mortality. And the only way to
quiet that voice is to forget . ..

This “troubling little voice” is mentioned in the
Scriptures. In Hebrews 2:15 there is a statement that
most people live their lives in lifelong bondage to the
fear of death.

Most people without Christ are not in daily terror of
death. It is not so much a constant conscious dread that
puts them in bondage. It is more likely a subtle nagging
thought that lies half-hidden in their subconscious. It is
the thought that no matter how nice things are now, no
matter how beautiful and wonderful your life is at
present, it will eventually collapse, and you will die.

The New Age Answer

r?
George Lucas — New Age Film Producer

f the secular world’s view of death is pessimistic, the

New Age perspective is incredibly optimistic. The
secularist says you die, you rot, you cease to exist. The
New Age folks tell us that death is merely a transition —
one of many that the soul makes as it wends its way
toward godhood.

George Lucas, famed creator of the Star Wars movies,
is a passionate New-Ager, as is easily apparent in his
movies. Take, for example, the famous statement from
his first Star Wars film: “The Force is with you, Luke,
closeyour eyes and depend on the Force.” Try doing that
in rush hour traffic on a major freeway and see how
useful the Force is!

Lucas gave his personal view of death to a reporter
for Time magazine, opining:

When you are born, you have an energy
field around you . . . When you die, your
energy field joins all other energy fields in
the universe. While you're living that
larger energy field is sympathetic to your
own energy field.

According to Lucas, death is not the cessation of
existence; it is a joining up with all the others and
becoming part of the God force.
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Betty Eadie’s book, Embraced by the Light, was a
mega best-seller in the nineties. It is loaded with New
Age gobbledygook. Like every good New-Ager, Betty be-
lieves that even the most wicked of people will eventu-
ally find their way, even if it takes many lifetimes and
many experiences. She states:

Some who die as atheists . . . find it diffi-
cult to move on and they become earth-
bound. They lack the faith and power to
reach for . . . the energy and light that
pulls us toward God. These spirits stay on
the earth until they learn to accept the
greater power around them and let go of
the world. They reside there as long as
they want to in its love and warmth, ac-
cepting its healing influence, but eventu-
ally they learn to move on to accept the
greater warmth and security of God.

Warmth and love and en-

| ergy — quite a contrast with
mbraced the secular view of cold and

By The Light  stiff and worms! Where both
sETVY L AN '1 views miss it is that they
base their ideas upon opin-

ion. How can people who have
not died come up with definite
conclusions about death? We
have seen this side, but we
have not seen the other side.
We can muse, we can specu-
late, we can opine, but we can-
not make definitive judgments.

THE NEW YORK TIMES #1 BESTSELLER

Thatis, we cannot apart from divine revelation. What
would be nice is if we had a true “expert” on matters of
life and death. Francois Mitterand went around to quiz
the experts on death, but of course there were no true
death experts. None of them had been on the other side.
The best they could give him was a philosophy.

Close Encounter of the Divine Kind

here is an Expert who has come from the other side.

His name is Jesus Christ, and He is the One who
holds the keys of death and Hades. His view of death is
neither the fatalism of the secularists nor the preten-
tious fantasies of the New-Agers.

He spoke of two different types of deaths — the death
of the sinner and the death of those who belonged to
Him. For the sinner, He declared that he would enter
“into the fire that shall never be quenched, where ‘their
worm does not die and the fire is not quenched’” (Mark
9:43-44).

He told us that our greatest fear should not be of
death, but of the One who has the power over us after
death:

And do not fear those who kill the body
but cannot kill the soul. But rather fear

Him who is able to destroy both soul and
body in hell (Matthew 10:28).

He called this fearful place Hell, and described it as
“outer darkness” and a place of torment, using the
expression “gnashing of teeth” over and over again to
emphasize its misery. He warned us that if it took us
cutting off our hands, or plucking out our eyes to stay
out of it, we should by all means do so. This is the
eventual end of those who die apart from the grace of
Jesus Christ. We have it on the testimony of an expert
witness.

The death of the believer is altogether different,
according to Jesus. He tells us that:

“He who believes in the Son has everlasting life”
(John 3:36).

“In My Father's house are many mansions; if it were
not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a
place for you” (John 14:2).

“To him who overcomes I will give to eat from the
tree of life, which is in the midst of the Paradise
of God” (Revelation 2:7).

(To the thief on the cross) “T'oday you will be with
Me in Paradise” (Luke 23:43).

In His revelation to John, Jesus grants him a view of
the glories of this Paradise that is prepared for those
who trust in Him (Revelation 21-22). It is a place where
there are no tears, no sorrow, and no death. We shall live
with our God in joyful bliss forever. Sound too good to
be true? Believe it. We have it on very good opinion. %

Dennis Pollock was an evangelist with Lamb & Lion Minis-
tries for 12 years before he formed his own ministry called
Spirit of Grace. His ministry focuses on Africa and India
where he conducts evangelistic crusades and trains native
ministers. His website can be found at www.sogmin.org.
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Revelation 14:13 —

“Blessed are the dead who die in
the Lord.” (NASB)

Psalm 116:15 —

“Preciousinthesight of theLordis
the death of His godly ones.”
(NASB)

Psalm 23:4 —

“Even though | walk through the
valley of the shadow of death, | fear
no evil, for You are with me; Y our
rod and Y our staff comfort me.”
(NASB)

2 Corinthians5:1 —

“Now we know that if the earthly
tent we live in is destroyed, we
have a building from God, an eter-
na house in heaven, not built by
human hands.” (NIV)

Philippians 1:21 —

“For to me, to liveis Christ, and to dieisgain.” (NASB — The
Apostle Paul speaking.)

Dwight L. Moody —

“Folks, someday youwill hear
the news that Dwight L.
Moody is dead. Don't you
believe it. | shall be more
alivethan | ever was!”

C.S Lewis—

“It is hard to have patience
with people who say, ‘There
isnodeath’ or * Death doesn’t
matter.” There is death. And
whatever is matters. And
whatever happens has conse-
guences, and it and they are
irrevocableandirreversible.”
A Grief Observed (1961)

erning Death

1 Corinthians 15:51-57 —

“Behold, | tell you a mystery; we
shall not all sleep, but we shall all
be changed, in a moment, in the
twinkling of an eye, a the last
trumpet; for the trumpet will sound,
and the dead will be raised imper-
ishable, and we shall be changed.
For this perishable must put on the
imperishable, and this mortal must
put on immortality. But when this
perishable will have put on the im-
perishable, and this mortal will
have put on immortality, then will
come about the saying that is writ-
ten, ‘DEATH IS SWALLOWED
UP IN VICTORY. O DEATH,
WHERE ISYOUR VICTORY? O
DEATH, WHERE IS YOUR
STING? The sting of death is sin,
and the power of sinisthelaw; but
thanks be to God, who gives usthe
victory through our Lord Jesus
Christ. Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable,
awaysaboundinginthework of the L ord, knowing that your toil
isnot in vain in the Lord.” (NASB — The scripture passage
guoted within the passage above is Hosea 13:14.)

John Wedey —

One of the proudest accom- |
plishments of my ministry is i
that my people die well. Do
you know why they die well?

Because they are prepared to
die” -

“I’m not afraid of death. | just
don’t want to betherewheniit
happens.”

Winston Chur chill —

| am ready to meet my
Maker. Whether He is pre-
pared for the great ordeal of
meeting meisanother matter.
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FamousLast Words

“Lord do not hold thissin against them!”
Spoken by Stephen, the first Christian martyr, as he was stoned
to death (Acts 7:60).

“How werethecircusreceiptsat Madison Square Garden?”
Spokenby P.T. Barnum (1810-1891), themost famous American
showman of all time.

“Now, God bewith you, my dear children. | havebreakfasted
with you and shall sup with my Lord Jesus Christ.”
Spoken by Robert Bruce, King of Scotland (1274-1329).

“I only regret that | havebut onelifetolosefor my country.”
Spoken by Nathan Hale (1755-1776), American patriot, before
he was hanged by the British.

“Leave the shower curtain on theinside of thetub.”
Spoken by Conrad Hilton (1887-1979) on his deathbed when
asked if he had any last words of wisdom for the world.

“I've always loved my wife, my children, and my grand-
children, and I’ve always loved my country. | want to go.
God, takeme.”

Spoken by President Dwight D. Eisenhower (1890-1969).

“All my possessions for a moment of life.”
Spoken by Elizabeth I, Queen of England (1533-1603).

“My God, what’s happened?”
Spoken by Diana Spencer, Princess of Wales (1961-1997).

“Hold the cross high so | may seeit through the flames.”
Spoken by Joan of Arc (1412-1431) as she was being burned at
the stake.

“That’sobvious.”

Spoken by President John F. Kennedy (1917-1963) in response
to the Texas Governor’s wife's comment, “Mr. President, you
can't say Dallas doesn’t love you.”

“I’'m tired. I’'m going back to bed.”
Spoken by George “Superman” Reeves (1914-1959), movie
actor, before he went to his bedroom and shot himself.

“Cut’er loose, Doc!”
Spoken by Frederic Remington (1861-1909), southwestern
painter, before an emergency appendectomy.

“I have aterrific headache!”

Spokenby President Franklin D. Roosevelt (1882-1945) ashe sat
for aportrait painter at the Little White House in Warm Springs,
Georgia.

“I don’t want anyone praying for my recovery.”
Spoken by British theologian and preacher, Martin L1oyd-Jones
(1889-1981).

“Crito, | owea cock to Asclepius. Will you remember to pay
the debt?”
Spoken by Socrates (469-399 BC) before he committed suicide.

“It isfinished!”
The final words of Jesus before He died for the sins of Mankind
(John 19:30).

Famous Epitaphs

Benjamin Franklin (written by him):

“The body of B. Franklin, printer
(like the cover of an old book, its
contents torn out and stript of its
lettering and gilding) lieshere, food
for worms. But the work shall not
be logt; for it will (as he believed)
appear once more in a new and
more elegant edition, revised and
corrected by the Author.”

Thurmont, Maryland Cemetery:
“Here lies an atheist, all dressed up and no place to go!”

Cemetery in Nova Scotia:
“Herelies Ezekia Aikle, age 102. Only the good die young.”

Albany, New York:
“Harry Edsel Smith looked up the elevator shaft to seeif the car
was on the way down. It was.”

Hillside, I1linois (suburb of Chicago):

Ruidoso, New M exico:
“Here lies Johnny Y east. Pardon me for not rising.”

Hartscombe, England:
“On the 22nd of June, Jonathan Fiddle went out of tune.”

Nantucket, M assachusetts;
“Under the sod and under the trees,
Lies the body of Jonathan Pease.
He is not here, there’ s only the pod.
Pease shelled out and went to God.”

A Cemetery in England:

“Remember man, as you walk by, asyou are now, so once was
I. Asl am now, so shall you be. Remember this and follow me.”
(To which someone replied by writing on the tombstone: “To
follow you I'll not consent, until | know which way you went!™)

Tomb of Will Rogers, American journalist and humorist in
Claremore, Oklahoma:
“l never met aman | didn't like.”

Jerusalem, I sradl:
“Jesus the Nazarene, the King of the Jews’ (John 19:19).
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TheMessagein Video Form

Dr. Reagan presenting his message before a
rowd of thousandsat a Steeling the Mind Confer-
ence that was conducted in Vail, Colorado.

The presentation addresses the most frequently
asked questions about life after death:

® \What happens when you die?

® Do youloseal consciousness?

® Do you become an angel?

® Areyou transformed into an ethereal spirit?
® Will you be recognizable?

e Will you have a personality?

® Where will you spend eternity? Floating
around on a cloud? Residing in Heaven? Or
living on anew earth?

e Will you have anything meaningful to do?

These and many other questions are answered in
this fascinating presentation by Dr. David Reagan,
founder and director of Lamb & Lion Ministries.

Dr. Reagan presents the biblical case for the
Christian hope of life after death, and he reveals the

\hat¥Happens,

: :Presemen at.
STEELING THE MIND -

P BIBI.E IEI:I“FE“E“I}E g

myrlad of promlses that God has made to bellevers
concerning their participation with Jesusin His Mil-
lennial Reign and their lifein the Eterna State.

The presentation is fifty minutes in length, with
extensive PowerPointillustrations. DVD format only,
$12.

To order, call 1-800-705-8316 Monday through
Friday, between 8am and 5pm Central time.

Additional copies of this publication can be pur-
chased for one dollar each plus the cost of mailing.

P.O. Box 919, McKinney, TX 75070
Return Service Requested

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage Paid

PAID

McKinney, TX 75070
Permit No. 11




	Web-0 Cover
	Web-1
	Web-2
	Web-3 Back

