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Observations by the Editor

Dark Times

A s our cover indicates, the Bible pro-
phesies that the end times will be a
time of spiritual darkness(2 Timothy 3:1-
5). Society will disintegrate into a cess-
pool of immorality and violence, resem-
bling the days of Noah (Matthew 24:37).
People's hearts will be filled with rebel-
lion (2 Timothy 3:2-4). Christianswill be
persecuted (Luke 21:12-17).

Evil will triumph. Peoplewill call evil
good and good evil (Isaiah 5:20). People
will have stubborn and rebellious hearts
(Jeremiah 5:23). People's faces will be
harder than rock as they refuse to repent
(Jeremiah 5:3). Evil will be so prevalent
and so common that people will not even
know how to blush (Jeremiah 6:15).

Can there be any doubt that these
terrible days have arrived?

A Book About
the Church and Society

At the beginning of this century |
wrote a book called Living for Christ in
the End Times. It was motivated by a
deep concern over the apostate condition
of the Church and the drift of our society
toward paganism. Intheten yearssince |
wrote that book, the condition of both the
Church and society has continued to de-
teriorate. Churches are now openly en-
dorsing homosexuality, same-sex mar-
riage and the concept that there are many
roads to God, of which Christianity is
only one. Society has become amirror of
Noah's day, when immorality and vio-
lence reigned supreme.

A few years ago | wrote a brief sum-
mary of my book and published it in our
Lamplighter magazine. The article came
to the attention of one of the major pub-
lishers of Christian tracts. The chief edi-
tor of this organization contacted me and
requested permission to reproduce the
articleasatract. | gave him permission to
do so.

Thetract proved to beincredibly suc-
cessful. Tensof thousands of copieswere
distributed worl dwide. Recently, the edi-
tor contacted me again and said he want-
ed to reprint the tract once more, but he
wanted to change one word in it. That
word was Rapture, which appears in the
article twice, near the end. He said he

Dr. David R. Reagan

wanted to replace that word with the
phrase “the Second Coming.” When |
asked why, he said he had decided that
the Rapture is a myth! He said he had
even set up awebsite devoted to proving
that the Rapture is a mistaken concept.

[, of course, refused to agree to the
change. The editor then destroyed his
remaining copies of the tract. We were
immediately inundated with requestsfor
the article from people who had been
using the tract as awitnessing tool.

So, | decided that we would reprint
thearticleinour Bible Prophecy Insights
series. Thus, this publication. | hope it
will beablessing to you. | hopetoo, that
you will decideto get acopy of the book
that the articleisbased on. Y ou will find
an advertisement for it on the back cover
of this publication.

To secure a special price for volume
copiesof thispublication, pleasecall our
office at 800-705-8316.

Other Insights Publications

Other publications in our Insights
series include the following:

Insights1— “What HappensWhen Y ou
Die?’ (What the Bible says about death,
Hades, Heaven and Hell.)

Insights 2 — “Are You Sweating the
End Times?’ (An exposition of Psalm
2)

Insights 3— “50 Reasons Why We Are
Living in the End Times” (A survey of
the Signs of the Times that point to the
Lord’ s soon return.)

You can find a complete list of our
study materials, including audio and
video programs, at our website whichis
located at www.lamblion.com. £
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Living for Christ inthe End Times

A Challengeto Preparefor His Soon Return

Observations by
Dr. David R. Reagan

he Bible clearly teachesthat society

will degenerate in the end times,
becoming as evil asit wasin the days of
Noah (Matthew 24:37-39). The Apostle
Paul, speaking as a prophet, says that
society will descend into a black pit of
immorality, violence, and paganism (2
Timothy 3:1-5). He asserts that men
will be“lovers of self, lovers of money,
and lovers of pleasure.” People will be
“boastful, arrogant, and unholy,” and
children will be “disobedient to par-
ents.”

Sounds like the evening news, does-
n't it? In short, we have arrived.

Signs of Coming Per secution

(Internet)

Weshould bedeeply concerned over
these developments, not only because
we are witnessing the destruction of our
beloved America, but because both
Jesus and Paul prophesied that when
these things occur, the Church will
comeunder attack and individual Chris-
tians will be persecuted.

Jesus said that as lawlessness in-
creases, “most people’s love will grow
cold” (Matthew 24:12). Hestated that in
this hostile atmosphere, many profess-
ing Christians will “fall away” and will
proceed to cooperate in the persecution
of their former brothers and sisters in
Christ (Matthew 24:10). Paul indicates
the same thing when he saysthat people
will be “haters of good” and that they
will therefore be “brutal” and “reck-
less,” reviling those who stand for righ-
teousness (2 Timothy 3:2-4).

We are watching these prophecies
come true today before our very eyes,

both here in America and around the
world. As our culture has secularized
and paganized, Christianity, the Church,
and Christians have come under in-
creasing attack as “intolerant bigots.”
Theattacksaregoing to intensify, and it
isgoingto becomeincreasingly difficult
for Christiansto stand for righteousness.
Jobs will be lost. Careers will be
destroyed. Christians will even be sent
to prison for speaking out against evils
like homosexuality because such
pronouncementswill belabeled as* hate
crimes.”

What then are those of us who love
Jesus to do as we face arising wave of
ridicule, harassment, and persecution
for our faith? How shal we live for
Christ in the end times? L et me suggest
afew guidelines.

/Order Your Priorities—
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The starting point is to review your
priorities and make certain that God is
first in your life. Be honest with your-

self. Don't play games. Don't kid your-
self.

Most Christians have allowed their
prioritiesto get very mixed up. Usually,
job or career is number one, family is
second, and God isthird or even fourth
behind an obsession with sports or
something similar.

Ask yourself this question: If God
were to give you the opportunity to
make one request, what would it be?
Would you ask for money? Power?
Fame? Success?

Solomon asked for wisdom, but
David asked for something ten thousand
times more profound — he asked for
intimacy with God (Psalm 27:4). And,
because he put God first, he states in
Psalm 27 that he did not fear life (verse
1) or death (verse 13). It is also the
reason that he is remembered as “the
man after God's own heart” (Acts
13:22).

28tand ontheWord —

(InEemet)
The Bible says that the end times
will be an age of deception (Matthew
24:24, 1 Timothy 4:1, and 2 Timothy 4:
3-4). Infulfillment of that prophecy, we
are today being bombarded with false
but alluringreligioussystemsoffered by
the Christian cults, Eastern religions,
and the New Age Movement.

Most professing Christians are sit-
ting ducks for spiritual deception
because the average Christian is not
certain what he believes. And even
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when heisableto articulate abelief, he
usually does not know why he believes
it. Theresult isthat aJehovah’ sWithess
can turn the average Christian into a
theological pretzel in two minutes flat.

Anyone can be deceived. If you are
to guard yourself against deception, you
must get into the Word and stay init on
adaily basis. Also, you must test every-
thing by the Word (1 John 4:1). For
Catholics this means discarding
doctrines like purgatory that have no
basisin the Word whatsoever. For Prot-
estantsit means being alert to the twist-
ing of scriptures or the manipulation of
verses out of context. On every doc-
trine, the Bible needs to be searched
from Genesis to Revelation to see what
is said about the particular topic.

gBeIieve in the Power of God —

(Internet)

| am convinced that most professing
Christiansare deists. A deistisaperson
who believesin animpersonal god who
never intervenes in human affairs. Ac-
cording to Deism, we are supposed to
cope with our god-given reason, our
talents, and the wisdom of the Scrip-
tures. Asfar asthe deist isconcerned, at
the end of the First Century, God re-
tired, the supernatural ceased, and the
age of miracles came to an end.

But the Hebrew Scripturesteach that
God never changes (Maachi 3:6). And
the New Testament specifically states
that “ Jesus Christ isthe same yesterday,
and today, yes and forever” (Hebrews
13:8).

There is no way we can cope with
the evil of end time society in our own
strength. Anyonewho triesto do sowill
be defeated. Our only hopeisto turn to
aGodwhoisaliveand well, whoisstill

on the throne, who hears prayer and
answers prayer, and who still performs
miracles.

Wemust realizethat the Bibleteach-
es that we can limit God by our unbe-
lief. Thisagreat paradox. Think about it
— athough God is al-powerful (Luke
1:37), wewho are powerlessin compar-
ison can nonethelesslimit His power by
our unbelief (Mark 6:1-6). That's be-
cause God is a gentleman. He does not
force Himself upon us. If wewant to try
to cope on our own, He will let us. He
responds when we reach out to Him in
faith (James 1:6).

4Persist in Prayer —

L

(ClipArt.com)

One of the greatest blessings God
hasgiven believersissupernatural com-
munication. God caresfor uspersonally
(1 Peter 5:7), and He desires to com-
municate with us (James 4:8). Because
He loves us, He earnestly desires our
fellowship (John 4:23).

The tragedy is that most professing
Christians seem to beinclined to turn to
prayer as alast resort — only when all
else has failed and the situation has
become desperate. Some of this reluc-
tance to seek God in prayer is due to
pride, and thus the Scriptures continu-
aly exhort us to humble ourselves (1
Peter 5:6). Others fail to depend on
prayer because of unbelief. They either
think God doesn't care, or else they
think He is no longer active in history.

But the Bible says “we do not have
because we do not ask” (James 4.2).

How many blessings of God have you
left on the table because you tried to
handle your problems yourself? The
Bible also says that “the prayers of a
righteous man can accomplish much”
(James 5:16). Do you interpret this to
mean that the power of your prayers
depends on your righteousness? That is
not what it means. If you are truly born
again, then you are a righteous person
because you are clothed in the
righteousness of Jesus (Isaiah 61:10).

5Re|y on the Holy Spirit —

(Internet)

Most professing Christians seem to
be afraid of the Holy Spirit. This is
usually dueto alack of knowledge con-
cerning the Spirit. For example, thereis
atendency to write off the Holy Spirit
as some sort of impersonal force— like
“The Force” in Star Wars.

We need to understand that the Holy
Spiritisaperson. Heisthe supernatural
presence of God in the world today. He
performsadual role. For theunbeliever,
He is God's Evangdlist. He is the one
who works on human hearts to draw
themto the Crossin repentance. No one
is saved apart from the testimony of the
Spirit (John 6:44 & 65).

Withregard tothebeliever, theHoly
Spirit is God’s indwelling presence to
provide uswith power and guidance. He
isour Enabler. Heis also God' s Potter,
for oneof Hisbasic responsihilitiesisto
daily shapebelieversmorefully into the
image of Jesus (2 Corinthians 3:17-18).

One of the ironies of the Christian
life is that we cannot serve God in our
own power. Rather, the only way we
can effectively serve the Lord is by
relying on the power of His Holy Spirit
who resides within us. It is possible to
quench and grieve the Spirit (1
Thessalonians 5:19 and Ephesians
4:30).
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The Word calls on us to be filled
with the Spirit (Ephesians 5:18). This
can happen only if we are willing to
release the Spirit to become the Lord of
our lives. Most of us are content to let
the Spirit be resident in our lives. He
does not want to be simply a resident;
He desires to be president.

Is that the case in your life? Is the
Holy Spirit on the throne of your life?
Or isHebeing treated as an unwelcome
guest? Thereisno way you will beable
to withstand the pressures of end time
society without relying daily on the
power of God's Spirit.

6Practice Tough Faith —

(i-Stockphoto)

Faith comeseasy when everythingis
going smoothly. When there is good
health and prosperity, itiseasy to praise
the Lord. The test of faith comes when
all the circumstances of life turn sour.

God has not promised believers a
rose garden. We live in afallen world.
Therain falson thejust and the unjust.
The wicked prosper. Justice seldom
prevails.

It is easy for the righteous to grow
discouraged. This calls for the practice
of tough faith— the kind of faiththat is
not dependent on circumstances. It’ sthe
kind of faith that hangs in there when
the going gets tough because of a confi-
dent belief that “all thingswork together
for good for those who love the Lord”
(Romans 8:28).

God never promises that believers
will be immune to suffering. What He
does promise is that He will be there to
walk through the trials with us. He
promisesto be beside uswhen we“ pass
through the waters” and “walk through
the fire” (Isaiah 43:2). And He states
that He will be there when we “walk
through the valley of the shadow of
death” (Psalm 23:4).

What is the quality of your faith?
When life turns sour, do you turn to
God, or do you question Him or even
curse Him? One of the keys to hanging
tough is to learn the promises of God's
Word (likePhilippians4:6-7, 11-13, and
19) and start claiming them in prayer
when confronted with the challenges of
life.

; Keep an Eternal Per spective—

(i-Stockphoto)

We areto be in the world but not of
the world (John 17:11 & 16). That's a
difficult principle to follow. It consti-
tutes adaily struggle.

It is so easy to get our eyes off the
Lord and focus instead upon the world
inwhichwelive. Thedaily demandsare
so pressing. And one of the greatest of
those demandsisthat we conformto the
world —to theworld’ slanguage, dress,
entertainment, and values.

That's why we are constantly ex-
hortedin Scriptureto consider ourselves
as “dliens, exiles, and strangers’ who
arejust passing through thisworld (He-
brews 11:13 and 1 Peter 2:11). We are
told to “set our minds on things above,
not on the things that are on the earth”
(Colossians 3:2). And we arewarned to
never fal in love with the world or
grow comfortable with it (Romans 12:2
and 1 John 2:15-16). In fact, Jesus said
we are to “hate our life in this world”
(John 12:25), and His brother, James,
said “friendship with theworldishostil-
ity toward God” (James 4:4).

What does it mean to hate the
world? It means we are to hate the evil
world system that prevails in society.
We are to hate a system that glorifies
violence and immorality and which
depreciates the value of life.

AsC. S. Lewisonceput it, “We are
to live like commandos behind the en-
emy lines, preparing the way for the
coming of the Commander-in-Chief.” In
other words, we areto live yearning for
the day when Jesus will burst from the
heavens to bring peace, righteousness,
and justice to the earth.

gLook for Jesus—

JJ)

(ClipArt.com)

This brings us to the final guideline
| would like to emphasize regarding
how to live for Jesus in the end times.
The Bible tells us point blank that we
are to live “looking for Jesus’ (Titus 2:
13).

Most Christians are so caught up
in the world that they live thinking
about anything but the return of Jesus.
This is a sad state of affairs because
Jesus' return is our “blessed hope”
(Titus 2:13). And His return is immi-
nent.

Another problem isthat most Chris-
tians know so little about Bible proph-
ecy that they cannot get excited about
the Lord's return. How can you get
excited about an event you know noth-
ing about? Ignorance produces apathy.
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And apathy about the Lord’s return
hastragic consegquences. It robsusof an
eternal perspective, and it destroys any
sense of urgency about reaching lost
souls. It also undermines a powerful
motivator for holy living.

You see, when a person comes to
truly believe that Jesusis returning and
may return any moment, that person
will be motivated to holiness and
evangelism. Regarding holiness, the
Apostle John put it thisway: “Weknow
that when He appears [the Rapture], we
shall be like Him [glorified] . . . And
everyone who has this hope fixed on
Him, purifies himself, just as He is
pure” (1 John 3:2-3).

Regarding evangelism, Peter writes
that the only reason Jesus has not yet
returned is because “ God does not wish
that any should perish, but that all might
come to repentance” (2 Peter 3:9).

A Spiritual Mirror

>

i
(i-Stockphoto)
Paul providesuswith aspiritual mir-
ror for end time conduct. He says we
are to “deny ungodliness and worldly
desiresand to live sensibly, righteously
and godly inthe present age, looking for
the blessed hope and the appearing of
the glory of our great God and Savior,
Christ Jesus’ (Titus 2:12-13).

When you look into this mirror,
what do you see?

® Areyou walking in the center of
God' swill?

® Haveyou ordered your priorities
to put God first?

® Areyou standing on the Word of
God, testing everything by it?

® Do you believe in a personal,
caring and al-powerful God who
hears prayers and answers pray-
ers, and who still performsmira-
cles?

® Are you relying daily on the
power of the Holy Spirit?

® Are you practicing tough faith,
refusing to alow the calamities
of lifeto overwhelm you?

® Are you keeping an eternal per-
spective, refusing to get comfort-
able with this world?

® Areyou daily looking for Jesus?
® |sthe Rapturein your heart?
® |s“Maranathal” on your lips? %=

A painting of the Rapture by Cathy Cotter-Smith. Cathy is a professor of Art at Collin
College in Plano, Texas. Her husband, Jack Smith, serves on the Lamb & Lion Board of
Trustees. Cathy’ spaintingsof scenesin | srael werefeatured intheLamb & Lion calendar for
2008.
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AreYou Standing for Righteousness?

Dr. David R. Reagan

[Note: Thisessay istakenfrom Dr. Rea-
gan’ sbook, Living for Christ inthe End
Times, pages 174-175.]

n these end times, God iscalling usto

take a stand for righteousness in the
midst of a society that has become so
evil that it has forgotten how to blush
(Jeremiah 6:15).

Therearethreethingsthat each of us
need to do in order to stand for righ-
teousness.

A Call to Action

First, you need to pray for God to
lay an issue on your heart. Y ou cannot
actively oppose all the evil, for it istoo
great. You must focus your time and
energy. Think of it thisway: If you pour
water ontheground, it runsevery which
way; but if you pour it into a channel
that runsit over awater wheel, you can
generate electricity.

So, pray for God to burden your
heart with one particular issue. You
may wake up in the night weeping for
those in bondage to homosexuality. Or,
while praying, you may begin to feel a
great sense of compassion for women
who are contemplating an abortion.

Once God gives you the burden,
then changeyour prayer and start asking
what He wants you to do about it. Re-
member, God does not call everyoneto
do the same thing.

Taketheissueof abortion, for exam-
ple. He might call one person to be a
front line soldier who sits in the door-
way of aclinic and risks arrest. He may
call another to stand across the street
and pray or serve as a sidewalk coun-
selor. He might motivate another to
write letters to newspapers and politi-
cians. Others He might call to serve as
financial contributors. He might even
call you to adopt a baby that someone
wants to abort.

Finaly, after the Lord hasidentified
your issue and told you what to do, then
follow that popular slogan that says,
“Just do it!” He will give you the gifts
you need to do the job, and Hewill give
you the opportunities. Remember, Heis
actively searching the earth for people

who have given their hearts to Him so
that He might strongly support them (2
Chronicles 16:9). Donald K. Campbell,
author of Judges. Leaders in Crisis
Times, wrote, “The requirement for
usefulnessisnot ahility, but availability
and trust in God's enabling power.”

Here's how Paul put it: “I thank
Jesus Christ our Lord, who hasstrength-
ened me, because He considered me
faithful, putting me into service” (1
Timothy 1:12).

A Monk Who Challenged an Empire

In the Fourth Century there was a
monk by the name of Telemachus. He
lived alone as a hermit in the desert
seeking God. One day he became con-
vinced that he was selfish rather than
selfless, and he decided that he would
spend therest of hislife serving people,
enabling God to touch them through
him.

He headed for Rome. He arrived
when the Romans were celebrating a

military victory over the Goths. Prison-
ers of war were being marched through
the streets. He heard there was going to
be a great victory celebration at the
Coliseum, and he decided to go.

He was astonished to find 50,000
people cheering as the prisoners of war
fought each other to the death in gladia-
tor games. (Keep in mind that Rome
had become officially Christian by this
time.) Telemachus could not endure
what he was witnessing. He was mor-
aly outraged, and he decided to take
action.

He rushed down the steps, vaulted
the retaining wall, and stepped between
two gladiators, signaling for them to
stop their combat. The crowd was en-
raged. They began to chant for the life
of the monk. Finally, the commander of
the games gave in to the blood lust of
the crowd and gave the signal for
Telemachus to be daughtered.

Suddenly, ahush fell over the crowd
as people began to realize that they had
encouraged thekilling of aholy man —
aminister of Christ. The games ended,
and they were never resumed. Edward
Gibbon, in his book, The Decline and
Fall of the Roman Empire, wrote, “His
death was more useful to Mankind than
hislife.”

Never underestimate what one per-
son can accomplish when that personis
called and empowered by God. ==
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The Messagein Book Form

he message of this publication is contained in
detail in Dr. Reagan’s hard hitting book about
Christian living in the end times.

This is Dr. Reagan’s most unique book since it
does not focus primarily on Bible prophecy. As the
title indicates, the book tells how a person can live a
victorious Christian life in the end times while walk-
ing the tightrope between worldly pressures and the
imminency of the Lord’s return.

The book is divided into three parts.

The first part, entitted “The Descent into
Paganism,” presents the challenge of societal
decay and the increasing apostasy in the
Church.

The second section, entitled “The Christian
Response to a Pagan World,” contains ten
chaptersabout practical Christianlivinginthe
midst of adeteriorating society.

Theconcluding part of thebook, entitled“ The
Victory over Paganism,” tells how the return
of Jesus will result in an enduring triumph
over the evil world system that exists today.

The book contains in-depth, but easy to under-
stand discussions of what it means to stand on the
Word of God, believe in the power of God, rely on
the Holy Spirit, practice tough faith, order your
priorities, keep an eternal perspective, stand for
righteousness, persistin prayer, surrender in worship,
and cling to hope.

The last section on hope presents an overview of
end time events prophesied in the Bible.

Dr. Reagan utilizesan anecdotal stylethat appeals
to the general reader.

Living for Christ

in the

nd Times

Balancing Today with the Hope of Tomorrow

263 pages. The book sellsfor $15 plusthe cost of
mailing.
To order the book, call 1-800-705-8316. Place

your call between 8am and 5pm, Central time, Mon-
day through Friday.

Y ou can a so order through the ministry’ swebsite
at www.lamblion.com. %=

P.O. Box 919, McKinney, TX 75070
Return Service Requested

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage Paid

PAID

McKinney, TX 75070
Permit No. 11




	Web LFC-0 Front
	Web LFC-1
	Web LFC-2
	Web LFC-3
	Web LFC-4 Back

